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Authors and acknowledgements

Raymond Murphy has been living in Malawi for many years and has col-
lected a series of Acraea. As far as possible, the species were bred in diver-
gent places. His contribution of the knowledge of Acraeainae and their bio-
topes in Malawi is in fact very important. His research continues today. a
Raymond Murphy is also a great contributor for all insect researches in 'ﬁ"
Malawi. He has an extensive collection in Mzuzu, North of Malawi. He is |
also at the origin of many new records and new species.

D. Bernaud breeding
Acraea caterpillars

R. Murphy trapping :
Charaxes

out in-depth studies on the Acraeinae subfamily in collabo-
ration with Professor Jacques Pierre of the Museum of Natu-
s A ral History of Paris.

His main contribution consists in breeding Acraea. Today he has bred more than 80 different species of
African Acraea. He has published many papers and is still working on the classification of the Acraeinae
subfamily with J. Pierre, curator of Lepidoptera department of the French Natural History Museum in
Paris. He has developed a website (acraea.com), which provides extensive data on Acraeinae (phyloge-
netic classification, photographs of imago and caterpillars, original descriptions and publications). He
has been to Malawi several times and has visited most of the sites described below.

We would like to acknowledge the very helpful
contribution of F.R.I.M. (Forestry Research Institute
of Malawi), Gerald Meke, the M.M.C.T. (Mulanje
Mountain Conservation Trust), David Nangoma, Ju-
lian Bayliss, and the valuable cordial assistance of
Professor Cornell Dudley with access to the Blantyre
Museum Collection, additional records and general
help with the research.

We would also acknowledge the participation of J.
Pierre (French National Museum of Natural History)
and C. Joly. We have organized two trips with them
in Malawi and we have published together three pa-
pers on Malawi.

We thank the Oxford Museum of Natural History
and James Hogan for their authorization to publish
photographs of the Hope entomological collections
(especially from the old Lamborn collection).

All these researches have been supported with the
outstanding assistance of Sydney Kaunda and Ro-
bert Sigini.

t) and Robert (right)
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Actual list of Acraeinae of Malawi

Our work allows us to present a new revised checklist of Acraeinae of Malawi, which contains 50
confirmed species (53 taxa with subspecies montana, cerita and mufindi) and 3 more hypothetical spe-
cies (atergatis, chambezi and encedana).

The species chaeribula, conradti, excelsior, guillemei and pseudolycia are not today supported by any
specimen.

Species | Subpecies | Caught | Seenin | Recorded | Hypo- | Mis iden- | Synonymies and

by the | collec- by theti- | tification forms
authors | tions cal

acara acara Yes, C

acerata acerata Yes, R vinidia

acrita acrita Yes, C aquilia, msamwiae

acuta acuta Yes, R

aganice aganice Yes, C

aganice montana Yes, C

anacreon anacreon Yes, VC bomba, induna

anemosa anemosa Yes, C arcticincta

asema asema Yes, C

atergatis atergatis Dowsett

axina axina Yes, R Gifford

baxteri baxteri No, VR Dowsett

bonasia* bonasia Yes, VR Murphy alicia is a synonym

boopis choloui Yes, R

burni burni Yes, VR

cabira cabira Yes, VC

caldarena caldarena Yes, VC amphimalla

cepheus bergeriana Yes, VR

cerasa cerasa Yes, VR

cerasa cerita Yes, VR

chaeribula chaeribula Aurivillius

chambezi chambezi Gifford

conradti conradti Gifford

cuva cuva No, VR Handman

egina egina Yes, C areca, khara, harrisoni

encedana encedana Pierre

encedon encedon Yes, VC lycia

epaea melina Yes, R gea

esebria esebria Yes, NC

excelsior excelsior Butler

goetzei goetzei Yes, VC

guillemei guillemei Butler
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Species Subspecies | Caught | Seenin | Recorded | Hypo- Mis Synonymies

by the | collec- by theti- | identifi- and forms
authors | tions cal cation

igola igola Yes, VR

insignis insignis Yes, NC

Jjohnstoni Jjohnstoni Yes, C

leucopyga leucopyga Yes, NC

lyci lyci Yes, VR

machequena machequena No, VR Gifford

natalica natalica Yes, VC

neobule neobule Yes, C

oncaea oncaea Yes, VC

pentapolis epidica Yes, R

perenna perenna Yes, VR

periphanes periphanes Yes, NC

petraea petraea No, VR Gifford

pharsalus pharsalus Yes, C

pseudolycia pseudolycia Butler

pudorella detecta Yes, VR

punctatissima punctatissima Yes, C

punctellata punctellata Yes, VR

quirina quirina Yes, R

rabbaiae perlucida Yes, VR

rahira rahira Yes, VR

rahira mufindi Yes, VR

scalivittata scalivittata No, VR FRIM

serena serena Yes, VC

sotikensis sotikensis Yes, NC

ventura ventura Yes, C

vumbui vumbui Yes, NC

zetes zetes Yes, VR

zonata zonata BMNH Gifford

Frequency: VC: very common, C: common, NC: not common, R: rare, VR: very rare

* Acraea bonasia (form alicia) seems to occur in Northern Malawi (Kaporo road). It has been recently
recorded by one of us (R. M). So it has been added just before printing. This record must be confir-
med.

Acraea bonasia (f. alicia) Kaporo road
This specimen has been found in an old collection.
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Prospected areas (gazetteer) and distribution of Acraeinae in Malawi

During several years, the two authors led sys-
tematic researches on the Acraeinae subfa-
mily in Malawi. This paper is a first synthesis.
Due to this work, we are able to make a com-
plete inventory of Acraea species living today
in Malawi and their distribution throughout
the country. Our wish is that this work will be
a sound argument for improving protection of
the few remaining primary forests in Malawi.

Malawi is a fascinating country for butterfly
studies as three faunas meet in this area. South
African species come through Mozambique
(Zambezi pass). Eastern coastal species come
from Tanzania and Mozambique. Central Afri-
can species come through Zambia. Some species
are represented by both the central and eastern
subspecies (or considered as subspecies before
this work) in the same area (Zomba plateau for
instance). We will discuss the status of these
subspecies below.

Map of Malawi with all localities surveyed in
this work (see Gazetteer). All the maps have been
done with DMap for Windows software (Dr Alan
Morton - www.dmap.co.uk). We must thank him
for his permanent assistance.
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